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children, and take an interest in talented men asrif they were my brothers. We always agree in our principle^ and \ve are always united by mutual affection. At military exercises I am always in the front, and in time of battle am never behind. In the space of seven years I have succeeded in accomplishing a great work, and uniting the whole world in one empire. I have not myself distinguished qualities, But the government of the Kin is inconstant, and therefore Heaven assists me to obtain the throne (of the Kin) The Sung to the south,82 tho Ifiti-ho to the north,88 the Hia (see note 46) to the east, and the barbarians in the west, all together have acknowledged niy supremacy. It seems to me that since the remote time of our shan T/&84 such a vast empire has not been seen. But as my culling is high, the obligations incumbent on me are also heavy; and I fear that in my ruling there may be something wanting. To cross a river we make boats and rudders. Likewise wo invite sage men, and choose out assistants for keeping the empire in good order. Since the time I came to the throne I have always taken to heart the ruling of my people; but I could not find worthy men to occupy the places of the three (kung) and the nine (k'ing).85 With respect to these circumstances I inquired, and heard that thou, master, hast penetrated the truth, and that thou walkost in tho path of right, Deeply learned and much experienced, thou hast much explored the laws. Thy sanctity is become manifest. Thou hast conserved the rigoious rules of the ancient sages. Thou arb endowed with the eminent talents of celebrated men. For a long time thou hast In ed in the caverns of the rocks, and hast retired from
s2 See note 79.
83 There is some confusion as to tho position assigned to these nations
8* Tins was the title of tho Khans of tho ancient lliuny-nu in Mongolia since the second century B.C.
8fl Since tho tune of the Chou dynasty, 1122-249 u,o,, tho three kung were the highest councillors of tho Chinese empire; the nino Icing oeou. pied different parts of thn administration.